What attribute of your personality are you most proud of, and how has it impacted your life so far? This could be your creativity, effective leadership, sense of humor, integrity, or anything else you'd like to tell us about. (*) (200-250 words)


I am a small town kid and you know what they say in small towns, “nothing happens here. There are no opportunities, so you can't be different here.” But I thought, “Why not  try?” In seventh grade I took part in the Brazilian Math Olympiad. Everyone said that I was wasting my time. “Everyone who gets awards is from the big schools, and take special classes. Who do you think you are to try to compete with them?” 


I was just a boy who decided not to listen to  the voice of tradition, who thought that if someone can do something, then “why not me?” I received a gold medal. My town-mates started calling me the little math genius, but I don't agree. People can't accept that their limits are  imaginary. If you go above and beyond, you are an extraterrestrial.


This story repeated itself many other times, for example, when I was the first in my area to go to the International Junior Science Olympiad and to the International Physics Olympiad. By then, the lack of academic opportunities in my town became a problem, thus, I contacted the best schools here in Brazil to ask for a scholarship. They offered me full tuition, and I moved alone to Sao Paulo. If I don’t have the opportunities in front of me, I will seek them out or create them for myself.


People call me stubborn, but I prefer to think that I'm constructing my own way, instead of following others' steps. If I believe I can do, I will try to do so. I do not accept limits.

