Tell us about the most significant challenge you've faced or something important that didn't go according to plan. How did you manage the situation?(*) (200-250 words) 


In 2010, when I was 15 years old, I took part in the International Junior Science Olympiad that was held in Nigeria. There, I met some friends from Estonia, and we promised each other we would try to meet again in Estonia, at the 2012 International Physics Olympiad (IPhO). I would go as a participant, and they, as guides. Nevertheless, it turned out keeping my word was harder than I anticipated.


In 2011, I had a disagreement with the Brazilian Physics Olympiad leader. He is of the opinion that students should focus only on Physics, and I was also participating in the Brazilian Biology Olympiad. When he discovered that he said: “I'll allow you to compete in the IPhO under one condition: you'll have to place first on the Brazilian selection exams. If you don't get a gold medal, I'll never again allow a student to participate in other competitions if they want to go to the IPhO.”


It took me some time to realize he was serious; in the ten years that Brazil has participated in the competition, we have only received one gold medal. At first, knowing that other students’ fate depended on me seemed like too much pressure to handle, but promises are promises. I studied hard, and solved almost 1,000 Physics problems. My efforts were rewarded: I was first place in the selection, and got the second Brazilian gold medal in IPhO ever. The pressure and high expectations I faced didn't stop me from succeeding in the past, and I'm certain they won't stop me in the future.

